
Testimony of a community representative in the Africa Peoples’ Tribunal  

INTRODUCTION 

As part of the organization of grassroots structures and capacity building of African communities; 

victims of all kinds of monopolization, initiatives are multiplying in the field with the support of 

people of good will. From November 24 to December 1, 2020, the president of ADDE1 on behalf of 

the collective of NGOs in Côte d'Ivoire (GRAIN, JVE, Eburnietoday and ARG) and on behalf of the 

community of Famienkro, went to Nigeria for the first African People’s Tribunal followed by 

community exchanges. 

 

  

 

I. THE AFRICAN PEOPLES’ TRIBUNAL (APT) 

The theme of this first tribunal was "Dismantling the Power of Industrial Plantation Companies, 

Strengthening Communities" and it was held at Citiheight hotels, 6, Sheraton link road, Opebi, Ikeja 

Lagos from November 24-28, 2020. This activity is an initiative of “Friends of the Earth-Africa”, FoEA, 

supported by their partners. 

The setting is that of a real court under the chairmanship of Dr. Nnimmo Bassey who represented 

the 4 other members of the jury who are: 

- Ms Nakoma Lakalakala from South Africa; 

- Ms Ikal Angelei from Kenya; 

- Pr Alfred Apau Oteng-yeboah from Ghana; 

- Pr Hamid Majamba from Tanzania.   

Mrs. FOLUKE Oyeleye, a judge at Ekiti State acted as clerk.  

What was missing from this setting of a court of first instance are the absence of lawyers and 

defendants from the different countries, who are the multinationals. 

                                                 
1 Alliance pour le Développement Durable et pour l’Environnement 
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The countries presented their cases for three days, some of them through their representatives in 

the courtroom. There was the case of: 

- Ghana, FoE and  YVE versus GOPDC (SIAT) 

- Côte d’Ivoire, collective of NGO and the community of Famienkro vs CHC (which became CHP) 

subsidiary of SIAT ; 

- Sierra Léone, SiLNOF and MALOA vs SOCFIN 

- Gabon, Muyissi Environnement vs OLAM, 

- Nigéria (Edo state and Cross River State) ERA and FoE Nigéria vs PZ Wilmar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Others presented their cases by video conference; they are: 

- Libéria, SDI and FoE Liberia vs. Golden Veroleum Limited (GVL Liberia), 

- Cameroon, CED and FoE Cameroon vs. SOCAPALM, 

- Mozambique, JA and FoE Mozambique Green Ressources-Mozambique, 

- Uganda NAPE and FoE Uganda vs. Green Ressources Uganda.  

As for Tanzania, where the repression of human rights defenders is such that neither travel nor 

videoconferencing was possible, the case was read by Nigerian judge FOLUKE Oyeleye.  

This was followed by three more video conference communications: 

- The organizations Milieudefensie & AT from the United States presented "Industrial plantation 

companies in Africa and their financiers"; 

- Isaac Rochas & Martin Drago had a two-tier presentation: 

a) "International certification structures and the devastating impacts of the expansion of agro-

industries on forests, food and families"; 

b) "The false images that these multinationals are presenting by claiming sustainable solutions 

such as agro-ecology and land management in Africa". 

The presentation of the case of Famienkro in Côte d'Ivoire by 

Sinan Ouattara, followed by the screening of the documentary 

film left no one indifferent: the clarity of the story with the 

multitude of evidence satisfied the jury, and the violence and 

barbarity of which the people of Famienkro were victims, 

moved the entire room. 

The narration of the case of the seizure of 11,000 ha of land from 

the ANDOH people of the sub-prefecture of Famienkro by the 

Compagnie Hévéicole du Cavally (CHC) with the complicity of the 

government of Côte d'Ivoire. 



As a verdict, a motion was read by the members of the jury and media actions to (interviews, 

presentation of slogans etc...) put an end to the activity.  

 

II- COMMUNITY EXCHANGE 

Following the visit of representatives of the OBARETIN 

community from Nigeria and OKUMENI community from 

Ghana to Famienkro in 2019, delegates from Ghana (Marie 

and Wisdom) and Côte d'Ivoire (Sinan Ouattara) visited Edo 

State after the APT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It should be recalled that these three communities in the three countries are victims of land grabbing 

by different subsidiaries (CHP2 in Côte d'Ivoire, GOPDC in Ghana and PRESCO in Nigeria) of the same 

Belgian company, SIAT (Société d'Investissement en Agriculture Tropicale). 

The community of OBARETIN is a village of the "bene" ethnic group located about 20 km from Benin 

City, the capital of this state.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About twenty years ago, with the agreement of the chief of the canton community on which the 

village depends, and under the pretext of development; PRESCO, a subsidiary of SIAT, occupied 

                                                 
2 Compagnie Hévéicole de Prikro; new name taken by CHC, after it was sued by the community, replacing "Cavally" by 
"Prikro" in the name. 
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thousands of hectares of this community. The site was first classified as a forest reserve by the State 

before being downgraded and transferred to PRESCO. 

These villagers, like most victims of this kind, suffer twice: lack of land for fields and housing and 

there is no financial return for the Company at the village level. 

This palm grove of PRESCO means that there is not even room to build houses.

 

 

 

Communities from the three countries took turns explaining 

what happened to them and it was very instructive for the 

Nigerians who promised to be inspired by the courage and 

determination of the Ivorians. The exchanges allowed the 

villagers to realize that the company bears the name of their 

village: "PRESCO OBARETIN Limited" while no one at 

OBARETIN benefits from the company, so it is a path to claim. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The primary school, built several years ago 

by the state, is not even electrified by the 

company and there is only a pole at some 

crossroads in the village to serve as a 

lamppost. 

A team of the 3 communities in the palm 

grove of PRESCO on the lands of OBARETIN 



The case has serious obstacles but also avenues to explore: 

1. The difficulties of the OBARETIN case 

 

- The law of Nigeria makes the state responsible for land allocation  

- The then customary chief gave his consent for the installation of PRESCO; 

- The 30 other villages of the canton that benefit more or less from PRESCO do not support 

OBARETIN's struggle. 

 

2. Avenues to explore  

 

- There is effectively no more land for the population (neither for houses nor for crops). 

- Not only has the consent of 20 years ago not been free and informed, but it has not been given 

by the true landowning people; 

- the determination of the villagers; 

- The possibility of transforming the current representative of the chief township into an active 

ally; 

- The use of their village's name by the company is a reason to claim, 

- The promises of development have not been kept. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The exchanges were fruitful for all the participants at the African Peoples' Tribunal and at the 
OBARETIN community level. 
Having learned about the experiences of struggle and resistance of the 2 other countries and 
especially of Côte d'Ivoire, the host community committed itself to find a leader who will resist 
corruption in order to serve as a guide to obtain if not land, at least compensation proportional to 
the loss of land and the needs of the new generations. 
 
Our thanks to DKA, AEFJN and CIDSE 
 

 
Sinan Ouattara, president of ADDE Côte d’Ivoire 

 

  

 

 


