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Mission through witness of life  

The missionary dynamism and attraction of the early church in Jerusalem rested on the fearless proclamation of 
the apostles, the heroic courage of the martyrs and the intense prayer life and solidarity among the early 
Christians. (cf. Ac 2:4,7) 

In the history of the Christian mission, it was the testimony of the life of individual Christians and the 
community of believers who drew people to Jesus and his message. It was especially the willingness of martyrs 
to suffer and die for their faith that convinced people of the power and truth of the message of Jesus Christ. 
"The blood of the martyrs is seed of Christians", this saying of the theologian Tertullian, applies not only to the 
origins of the Church, but also to our time. Never in the history or the church have so many Christians been 
subjected to discrimination and persecution as today. 

Religious wars and crimes committed in the name of religion throughout history as well as the current 
worldwide abuse scandals by her representatives have undermined the credibility of the Church's mission. 
Explanations and apologies will not undo the damage. Only an authentic witness of living radically the message 
of Gospel in our personal lives and in our christian communities will make the message of Jesus credible again.  

What such a testimony can look like becomes visible in the life and death of christians who have lived their faith 
and their missionary vocation in an exemplary manner.  The Vatican document for the Extraordinary Missionary 
Month presents the life stories of 25 women and men who can inspire us. Eight of them are from Africa.  
To read their lifestories in Englisch click here - in French click here. 
 

Blessed VICTOIRE 
RASOAMANARIVO 

(1848-1894)  Madagascar 
A heroic lay apostle 

VIVIAN UCHECHI OGU 
(1995-2009) 
Nigeria 

Africa‘s Maria Goretti 

WANDA BŁEŃSKA 
 (1911-2014)  

Poland / Uganda 
In the service of lepers 

 
Blessed BENEDICT DASWA 

(1946-1990) 

South Africa 
Fighting superstition 

Blessed CYPRIAN MICHAEL 
IWENE TANSI 

(1903-1964)   

 Nigeria 
Called to contemplation 

Blessed 
LUCIEN BOTOVASOA  

(1908-1947)  

Madagascar 
A heroic martyr 

Blessed 
PIERRE CLAVERIE 

(1938-1996) 
Algeria 

Dialogue with muslims 

SIMON MPECKE 
(1906-1975) 

Cameroon 

A Fidei Donum priest 
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Questions for reflection  

 How can I be a witness of the Gospel in my everyday life? 
in my own community and for people I meet? 

 Which examples of missionaries in the history of my community have inspired me? 

http://www.netzwerkafrika.de/medien/a9d999a6-2341-4e2f-b483-0b3f004c73e9/_eight-african-witnesses-of-faith.pdf
http://www.netzwerkafrika.de/medien/94a357ca-b28e-490c-9343-6069b21faf5a/_huit-temoins-de-la-foi-de-l%27afrique.pdf

