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The Extraordinary Missionary Month 2019 – Papal documents
A historical overview of the most important papal pronouncements allows us realize, that the church does not
only have a mission, but that she is missionary by her very nature. Each moment in history has its own
challenges and it is up to us, from the joy of the Gospel, to respond to them.
1919 Pope Benedict XV: Maximum Illud the Apostolic Letter, "on the activity of
missionaries in the world” presents a
changed understanding of mission. It calls
for a good preparation of missionaries, an understanding
of the culture of the people, a promotion of the local
clergy, a right of autonomy of the mission churches and a
clear cut seperation between colonization and Christian
mission. "Remember that you not have to spread a
human reign, but the reign of Christ."ML
1926 Pope Pius XI: Rerum Ecclesiae
Themes: the local clergy and hierarchy; to be
‚beggars for Christ‘; ‚the salvation of souls‘;
an appeal to help the various organisations
which support the missions; an invitation to comtemplative orders to start foundations in mission countries.
1939: The first African bishop in modern times, Mgr. Josef
Kiwanuka, is consecrated by the Pope.
”Experience… has proven that the inhabitants of those
remote regions of the East and of the South are
frequently not inferior to us at all, and are capable of
holding their own with us, even in mental ability." RE 26
1951 Pope Pius XII: Evangelii Praecones
‘Heralds of the Gospel’ offers a review of the
successful missionary work in the 25 years
since Rerum Ecclesiae and stresses that the
mission churches are taking roots and
becoming autonomous. "
«The Church's aim is not the domination of peoples or
the gaining of temporal dominions; she is eager only to
bring the supernatural light of faith to all peoples, and to
promote the interests of civilization and culture, and
fraternal concord among nations.." EP 23
1957 Pope Pius XII: Fidei Donum ‚The gift of faith‘:
Themes: The threefold duty to mission:
prayer and works of charity; the temporary
mission assignment of diocesan priests
(FiDoPs); the danger of ‘atheistic materialism’.
"How urgent it is to increase the number of missionaries
to give a more adequate training to local leaders!"FD 26.
1959 Pope John XXII: Princeps Pastorum ‘The Prince of the Shepherds’
Themes: the importance of missionary work;
the supporting role of the native clergy, as
well as the laity.
"(The church in many mission countries) now governed
by an ecclesiastical hierarchy of their own, have their
own ecclesiastical organization, and are freely offering
to other Church communities those very gifts, spiritual
and material, which they formerly used to receive." PP 10

1965 Pope Paul VI: Ad Gentes
"Divinely sent to the nations of the world to
be unto them a universal sacrament… the
pilgrim Church is missionary by her very
nature, since it is from the mission of the
Son and the mission of the Holy Spirit that she draws her
origin, in accordance with the decree of God the Father.
This decree, however, ‘flows from a fountain of love’ or
charity of God the Father”. AG 1.2
1975 Pope Paul VI: Evangelii Nuntiandi
Written after the Synod of Bishops, the way
to evangelize today is described. Christ is
the author of all activities, all christians are
agents of evangelization; contents, ways
and methods are discussed.
”The first (sign of love) is respect for the religious and
spiritual situation of those being evangelized. Respect
for their tempo and pace; no one has the right to force
them excessively. … Respect for their conscience and
convictions which are not to be treated in a harsh
manner." EN 79
1990 Pope John Paul II: Redemptoris
Missio The eight chapters describe the
continuing validity and necessity of mission:
The Kingdom of God – The Holy Spirit
Champion of mission - the unlimited fields of mission –
missionary methods – the responsibilities of various
pastoral workers - cooperation and missionary
spirituality. “Faith is strengthened when it is given to
others“! RM 2
2013 Pope Francis: Evangelii Gaudium
"The joy of the gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who
encounter Jesus." EG 1
With an impressive analysis of the current
situation, Pope Francis presents to us in a
clear and refreshing language a spiritual
vision of what a new missionary departure of the
churches would entail.
"From the point of view of evangelization, neither
mystical approaches without a strong social and
missionary commitment nor social or pastoral talk and
action without a spirituality that transforms the heart
are useful.“ R. Zollitsch, at the closing of the year of faith

Questions for reflection
How has my / our understanding of mission
changed over the years?
How could I tell someone in a few words
how I live my missionary vocation today?
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